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How does American exceptionalism shape American foreign policy? Conventional wisdom states that
American exceptionalism comes in two variations – the exemplary version and the missionary version.

Being exceptional, experts in U.S. foreign policy argue, means that you either withdraw from the world like
an isolated but inspiring "city upon a hill," or that you are called upon to actively lead the rest of the world to
a better future. In her book, Hilde Eliassen Restad challenges this assumption, arguing that U.S. history has
displayed a remarkably constant foreign policy tradition, which she labels unilateral internationalism. The
United States, Restad argues, has not vacillated between an "exemplary" and a "missionary" identity. Instead,
the United States developed an exceptionalist identity that, while idealizing the United States as an
exemplary "city upon a hill," more often than not errs on the side of the missionary crusade in its foreign
policy. Utilizing the latest historiography in the study of U.S. foreign relations, the book updates political
science scholarship and sheds new light on the role American exceptionalism has played – and continues to
play – in shaping America’s role in the world.

This work will be of great interest to students and scholars of US foreign policy, security studies, and
American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

The book American Exceptionalism: An Idea that Made a Nation and Remade the World (Routledge Studies
in US Foreign Policy) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book American Exceptionalism: An Idea that Made a Nation and
Remade the World (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) for being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open up and read a guide American Exceptionalism: An Idea that Made a Nation
and Remade the World (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

James Ellis:

The particular book American Exceptionalism: An Idea that Made a Nation and Remade the World
(Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
suitable to you. The book American Exceptionalism: An Idea that Made a Nation and Remade the World
(Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Anna Rangel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled American Exceptionalism: An Idea that
Made a Nation and Remade the World (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Gray:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This American Exceptionalism: An Idea that
Made a Nation and Remade the World (Routledge Studies in US Foreign Policy) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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