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When the first edition of this book appeared in 2003, it was chosen as a Main Selection of both the Book-of-
the-Month Club and History Book Club and quickly became the standard work on the modern American
presidency—from William McKinley through William Jefferson Clinton. In that original edition, Lewis L.
Gould argued that, while the president may be the most powerful man in the world, most presidents have
fallen well short of the daunting challenges that confronted them while in office.

During George W. Bush's two administrations, as Gould discusses in a substantial new chapter, those
challenges grew in scope and ferocity, encompassing two intractable wars, natural disaster on an
inconceivable scale, and a near-meltdown of the national and global economies. Unfortunately, Gould
argues, President Bush was woefully unprepared for those challenges, failed spectacularly as a leader, and
ultimately lost the public's trust. His failures further reinforce and underscore Gould's previous conclusions.

This new edition, like the first, offers a lively interpretive synthesis filled with intriguing insights into the
presidency's evolution during America's rise to global prominence. Gould traces the decline of the party
system, the increasing importance of the media and its role in creating the president-as-celebrity, and the
growth of the White House staff and executive bureaucracy. He also shows us a succession of chief
executives who increasingly have known less and less about the business of governing the country,
observing that most would have had a better historical reputation if they had contented themselves with a
single term.

Gould's sharply critical new chapter on George W. Bush's presidency notes how he and his associates
extended the troubling trends of continuous campaigning, media manipulation, celebrity politics, and
inattention to governance so characteristic of the modern presidential office. Gould also amplifies his
commentary on the Clinton presidency and lays out the treacherous terrain that President Obama must now
traverse.

Engagingly written for general readers and students in the classroom, but rigorous enough for the most
demanding scholars, this book remains a must-read for everyone who cares about the future of our nation
and the presidents who lead it.
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From reader reviews:

Francisco Gentry:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Modern American Presidency:
Second Edition, Revised and Updated to read.

Diana Saffold:

The Modern American Presidency: Second Edition, Revised and Updated can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Modern
American Presidency: Second Edition, Revised and Updated but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

John Glass:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide The Modern American Presidency: Second Edition, Revised
and Updated was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

David Wysocki:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book The
Modern American Presidency: Second Edition, Revised and Updated. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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