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A haunting and triumphant story of a difficult and keenly felt life, Change Me into Zeus's Daughter is a
remarkable literary memoir of resilience, redemption, and growing up in the South. Barbara Robinette Moss
was the fourth in a family of eight children raised in the red-clay hills of Alabama. Their wild-eyed,
alcoholic father was a charismatic and irrationally proud man who, when sober, captured his children's timid
awe, but when (more often) drunk, roused them from bed for severe punishment or bizarre all-night poker
games. Their mother was their angel: erudite and stalwart -- her only sin her inability to leave her husband
for the sake of the children.
Unlike the rest of her family, Barbara bore the scars of this abuse and neglect on the outside as well as the
inside. As a result of childhood malnutrition and a complete lack of medical and dental care, the bones in her
face grew abnormally ("like a thin pine tree"), and she ended up with what she calls "a twisted, mummy
face." Barbara's memoir brings us deep into not only the world of Southern poverty and alcoholic child abuse
but also the consciousness of one who is physically frail and awkward, relating how one girl's debilitating
sense of her own physical appearance is ultimately saved by her faith in the transformative powers of artistic
beauty: painting and writing.
From early on and with little encouragement from the world, Barbara embodied the fiery determination to
change her fate and achieve a life defined by beauty. At age seven, she announced to the world that she
would become an artist -- and so she did. Nightly, she prayed to become attractive, to be changed into
"Zeus's daughter," the goddess of beauty, and when her prayers weren't answered, she did it herself, raising
the money for years of braces followed by facial surgery. Growing up "so ugly," she felt the family's
disgrace all the more acutely, but the result has been a keenly developed appreciation for beauty -- physical
and artistic -- the evidence of which can be seen in her writing.
Despite the deprivation, the lingering image from this memoir is not of self-pity but of the incredible bond
between these eight siblings: the raucous, childish fun they had together, the making-do, and the total
devotion to their desperate mother, who absorbed most of the father's blows for them and who plied them
with art and poetry in place of balanced meals. Gracefully and intelligently woven in layers of flashback, the
persistent strength of Barbara Moss's memoir is itself a testament to the nearly lifesaving appreciation for
literature that was her mother's greatest gift to her children.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Change Me Into Zeus's Daughter: A Memoir. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Change Me Into Zeus's Daughter: A Memoir. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Rodney Bell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Change Me Into Zeus's Daughter: A Memoir it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Jesus Brewster:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Change Me Into Zeus's Daughter: A
Memoir, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Kelly Breedlove:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Change Me Into Zeus's Daughter: A
Memoir book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Change Me Into Zeus's Daughter: A Memoir as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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