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Of the approximately 38,500 deaths by suicide in the U.S. annually, about two percent--between 750 and
800--are murder-suicides. The horror of murder-suicides looms large in the public consciousness--they are
reported in the media with more frequency and far more sensationalism than most suicides, and yet we have
little understanding of this grave form of violence.

In The Perversion of Virtue, leading suicide researcher Thomas Joiner explores the nature of murder-suicide
and offers a unique new theory to explain this nearly unexplainable act: that murder-suicides always involve
the wrongheaded invocation of one of four interpersonal virtues: mercy, justice, duty, and glory. The parent
who murders his child and then himself seeks to save his child from a fatherless life of hardship; the wife
who murders her husband and then herself seeks to right the wrongs he committed against her, and so on.
Murder-suicides involve the gross misperception of when and how these four virtues should be applied.

Drawing from extensive research as well as real examples from the media, Joiner meticulously examines,
deconstructs, and finally rebuilds our understanding of murder-suicide in such a way that brings tragic reason
to what may seem an unfathomable act of violence. Along the way, he dispels some of the most enduring
myths of suicide--for instance, that suicide is usually an impulsive act (it is almost always pre-meditated), or
that alcohol or drugs are involved in most suicides (usually they are not).

Sure to be controversial, this book seeks to make sense of one of the most difficult-to-comprehend types of
violence in modern society, shedding new light that will ultimately lead to better understanding and even
prevention.
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From reader reviews:

Lacie Young:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide book is readable through
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The
Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of
it. So , do you even now thinking The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Michael Pabon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Perversion of Virtue:
Understanding Murder-Suicide that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-
Suicide become your own starter.

Eddie Patten:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be examine. The
Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
you actually who have those short time problems.

Roman Morris:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you is The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide this e-book consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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