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Combining great learning, interpretative originality, analytical sensitivity, and a charismatic prose style,
Clifford Geertz has produced a lasting body of work with influence throughout the humanities and social
sciences, and remains the foremost anthropologist in America.

His 1980 book Negara analyzed the social organization of Bali before it was colonized by the Dutch in 1906.
Here Geertz applied his widely influential method of cultural interpretation to the myths, ceremonies, rituals,
and symbols of a precolonial state. He found that the nineteenth-century Balinese state defied easy
conceptualization by the familiar models of political theory and the standard Western approaches to
understanding politics.

Negara means "country" or "seat of political authority" in Indonesian. In Bali Geertz found negara to be a
"theatre state," governed by rituals and symbols rather than by force. The Balinese state did not specialize in
tyranny, conquest, or effective administration. Instead, it emphasized spectacle. The elaborate ceremonies
and productions the state created were "not means to political ends: they were the ends themselves, they were
what the state was for.... Power served pomp, not pomp power." Geertz argued more forcefully in Negara
than in any of his other books for the fundamental importance of the culture of politics to a society.

Much of Geertz's previous work--including his world-famous essay on the Balinese cockfight--can be seen
as leading up to the full portrait of the "poetics of power" that Negara so vividly depicts.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

The feeling that you get from Negara: The Theatre State In Nineteenth-Century Bali is a more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Negara: The Theatre State In Nineteenth-Century Bali giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having that Negara: The Theatre State In Nineteenth-
Century Bali instantly.

Jeffrey Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Negara: The Theatre State In Nineteenth-Century Bali as the daily resource
information.

Lewis Labelle:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Negara: The Theatre State In Nineteenth-Century Bali
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Marvin Boyer:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book Negara: The Theatre State In Nineteenth-Century Bali we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Negara: The Theatre State In
Nineteenth-Century Bali. You can more pleasing than now.
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