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Aristotle's much-translated On Poetics is the earliest and arguably the best treatment that we possess of
tragedy as a literary form. The late Seth Benardete and Michael Davis have translated it anew with a view to
rendering Aristotle's text into English as precisely as possible. A literal translation has long been needed, for
in order to excavate the argument of On Poetics one has to attend not simply to what is said on the surface
but also to the various puzzles, questions, and peculiarities that emerge only on the level of how Aristotle
says what he says and thereby leads one to revise and deepen one's initial understanding of the intent of the
argument. As On Poetics is about how tragedy ought to be composed, it should not be surprising that it turns
out to be a rather artful piece of literature in its own right.

Benardete and Davis supplement their edition of On Poetics with extensive notes and appendices. They
explain nuances of the original that elude translation, and they provide translations of passages found
elsewhere in Aristotle's works as well as in those of other ancient authors that prove useful in thinking
through the argument of On Poetics both in terms of its treatment of tragedy and in terms of its broader
concerns. By following the connections Aristotle plots between On Poetics and his other works, readers will
be in a position to appreciate the centrality of this work for his entire thought.

In an introduction that sketches the overall interpretation of On Poetics presented in hisThe Poetry of
Philosophy (St. Augustine's Press, 1999; see p. 33 of this catalogue), Davis argues that, while On Poetics is
certainly about tragedy, it has a further concern extending beyond poetry to the very structure of the human
soul in its relation to what is, and that Aristotle reveals in the form of his argument the true character of
human action.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Aristotle On Poetics book since this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Daniel Gutierrez:

The particular book Aristotle On Poetics has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before
write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Bruce Benedict:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Aristotle On Poetics your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve
then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Aristotle On
Poetics giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info
for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Alicia Romero:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Aristotle On Poetics. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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