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The provisional city is one of constant erasure and eruption. Through what Dana Cuff calls a "convulsive
urban act," developers both public and private demolish an urban site and disband its inhabitants, replacing it
with some vision of a better life that leaves no trace of the former structure. Architects bring their own
utopian dreams to the process. In this book, Cuff examines those convulsions through two underestimated
dimensions of architectural and urban form: scale and the politics of property. Scale is intimately tied to
degree of disruption: the larger a project's scale, the greater the upheaval. As both culture and geography,
real estate plays an equally significant role in urban formation.Focusing on Los Angeles, Cuff looks at urban
transformation through the architecture and land development of large-scale residential projects. She
demonstrates the inherent instability of very large sites. Having created perverse renditions of the very
problems they sought to solve, for example, public housing projects that underwent upheaval in the 1940s
and 1950s are doing so again.Cuff explores five cases that span the period from the 1930s, when federal
support for slum clearance and public housing caused convulsions near downtown, to a huge 1990s' mixed-
use development on one of Los Angeles's last remaining wetlands. The story takes us from the refined
modernist architecture of Richard Neutra to the self-conscious populism of the New Urbanism. The cases
illuminate the relationship of housing architecture to issues of race, class, urban design, geography, and
political ideology.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Alexandre:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of
Architecture and Urbanism. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important any book The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and
Urbanism. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Amanda Doss:

The reserve with title The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism contains a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Naomi Harris:

Beside this particular The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and
Urbanism because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!

Christopher Bohner:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update
of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism when you essential it?
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