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Americans today “know” that a majority of the population supports the death penalty, that half of all
marriages end in divorce, and that four out of five prefer a particular brand of toothpaste. Through statistics
like these, we feel that we understand our fellow citizens. But remarkably, such data?now woven into our
social fabric?became common currency only in the last century. Sarah Igo tells the story, for the first time, of
how opinion polls, man-in-the-street interviews, sex surveys, community studies, and consumer research
transformed the United States public.

Igo argues that modern surveys, from the Middletown studies to the Gallup Poll and the Kinsey Reports,
projected new visions of the nation: authoritative accounts of majorities and minorities, the mainstream and
the marginal. They also infiltrated the lives of those who opened their doors to pollsters, or measured their
habits and beliefs against statistics culled from strangers. Survey data underwrote categories as abstract as
“the average American” and as intimate as the sexual self.

With a bold and sophisticated analysis, Igo demonstrates the power of scientific surveys to shape Americans’
sense of themselves as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a nation. Tracing how ordinary
people argued about and adapted to a public awash in aggregate data, she reveals how survey techniques and
findings became the vocabulary of mass society?and essential to understanding who we, as modern
Americans, think we are.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Averaged American: Surveys,
Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Matthew Hood:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the
Making of a Mass Public as your daily resource information.

Daryl Steele:

The reason? Because this The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Blake Westerman:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass
Public can make you really feel more interested to read.
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