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A unique and revelatory book of music history that examines in great depth what is perhaps the best-known
and most-popular symphony ever written and its four-note opening, which has fascinated musicians,
historians, and philosophers for the last two hundred years.

Music critic Matthew Guerrieri reaches back before Beethoven’s time to examine what might have
influenced him in writing his Fifth Symphony, and forward into our own time to describe the ways in which
the Fifth has, in turn, asserted its influence. He uncovers possible sources for the famous opening notes in the
rhythms of ancient Greek poetry and certain French Revolutionary songs and symphonies. Guerrieri
confirms that, contrary to popular belief, Beethoven was not deaf when he wrote the Fifth. He traces the
Fifth’s influence in China, Russia, and the United States (Emerson and Thoreau were passionate fans) and
shows how the masterpiece was used by both the Allies and the Nazis in World War II. Altogether, a
fascinating piece of musical detective work—a treat for music lovers of every stripe. 
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From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

The book The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like
a book The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination? Several of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human
Imagination has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gwen Dawes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get ahead of. The The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination
giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

George Medrano:

This The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination is new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The First Four Notes:
Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
style for your better life and knowledge.

John Cotton:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The First Four Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the
Human Imagination was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The First Four
Notes: Beethoven's Fifth and the Human Imagination has many kinds or style. Start from kids until



youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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