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The 1920s in America was a decade of rebellion, reform, and reaction as traditional Victorian values came
under attack from all sides. Black leaders like W.E.B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey, feminists like Alice Paul,
politicians like Robert La Follette, and social scientists like Franz Boas and Margaret Mead all assaulted
fundamental inequalities inherited from the nineteenth century. A host of scientific breakthroughs eroded the
foundations of the older world view, and cultural innovations like jazz challenged the nineteenth-century
morality of most middle class Americans and also provoked spirited defenses of tradition by extremists like
the Ku Klux Klan.
In this wide-ranging and vividly written book, Stanley Coben introduces a new hypothesis about the reasons
for the tumultuous cultural changes during the 1920s. He begins with the Victorian concept of "character,"
the word which assured Americans of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that men were men,
women were wives and mothers, and homes were sanctuaries. (Harriet Beecher Stowe and her sister
Catherine wrote that "She who is the mother and housekeeper in a large family is the sovereign of an
empire.") Coben doesn't spare us the seamy underside of the Victorian ideal either, such as the racism
revealed by the Oxford professor who declared to an approving American audience in 1882 that "the best
remedy for whatever is amiss in America would be if every Irishman should kill a negro and be hanged for
it." Nor does he hesitate to describe the failures of those who rebelled against tradition, like the early
supporters of the Equal Rights Amendment, or the farmer-labor-progressive presidential coalition of 1924.
Rebellion Against Victorianism is particularly enlightening on cultural matters, showing how artforms of the
'20s--like jazz or the novels of Ernest Hemingway and Sinclair Lewis--were part of the rebellion. The book
includes a fascinating chapter-length discussion of the Ku Klux Klan which reveals that the Klan in the
1920s was in no way a Southern, fringe group--in fact, the K.K.K. had more members in Connecticut than in
Mississippi. The Klan's defense of Victorian "character" spoke to millions of Americans who found
themselves shaken up by the cultural revolution going on around them.
In illuminating the events and personalities of this water-shed decade, Coben draws with equal confidence
from the realms of culture and politics, science and society. His book brings an alternative perspective to the
impetus for change in American life, demonstrating that many of the contradictions which inspired the
rebellion against Victorianism still exist today. The results are sometimes startling, but always intriguing.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Cortes:

With other case, little persons like to read book Rebellion Against Victorianism: The Impetus for Cultural
Change in 1920s America. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Rebellion Against Victorianism: The Impetus for Cultural Change in 1920s
America. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Charles Malone:

This Rebellion Against Victorianism: The Impetus for Cultural Change in 1920s America book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Rebellion Against Victorianism: The Impetus for Cultural
Change in 1920s America without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't be worry Rebellion Against Victorianism: The Impetus for Cultural Change in 1920s
America can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Rebellion Against Victorianism: The Impetus
for Cultural Change in 1920s America having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Monica Philson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Rebellion
Against Victorianism: The Impetus for Cultural Change in 1920s America.

Gerardo Roney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can



have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Rebellion Against Victorianism:
The Impetus for Cultural Change in 1920s America which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.
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